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Piece of Japan

Upcoming
Events

Welcome to thefinal June issue of the Centre for Japanese Studisvesletter. This special issue brings
you all the latest information on our new MA in Interdisciplinary Japanese Studies, keeping you upde
the course through our new promotional video. We alscebeatethe launch of our neviBeyond Japan
podcastwhich looks at the interdisciplinary nature of Japanese Stu@as first episode brings you
discussion otthe significance of Japanese archaeology for the global history of humblaitine Willems
rejoins us forin her last article in her series from lockdown Tokysay farewell to Japan after finally
making her voyage back to the UK and we bring you a different take on our Piece of Japan section b
exploringgames and recreatioto celelrate the 24" anniversary of influential console the Nintendo 64.
You can find a message from CJS Director Professor Simon KaneSamtfteury Institute for the Study o
Japanese Arts and Cultures website hear mordrom our SISJAColleaguesn their monthly e-bulletin.

“, Written by Oliver Moxham, CJS Project Coordinator and editor

i 9 RA 0 2 NJaganeyezantes are given in the Japanese form of family name first i.e.
™ Matsumoto Mariko



https://www.sainsbury-institute.org/news/may-2020-message-from-the-executive-director
https://www.sainsbury-institute.org/news/may-2020-message-from-the-executive-director
http://www.facebook.com/CJSUea/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMlfjcf2ZZMjn_Og2Kn8f9A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.twitter.com/CJS_Uea
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Tokyo Days Report by Nadine Willems

SAYONARA, TOKYO

What was meant to be a threereek family visit to Tokyo turned into a threeonth stay. Because
confinement rules in Japan were not stringent and the mood was gegg; my experience involved a
relatively low level of stress. But now that the country hesovered a fair share of its peovid level of
activity and my visa is about to expire, it is time to reconnect with European life.

International travel in the pandemic era, however, has its own quirks and challenges. Twice, our fligh
cancelleduntil we finally got a confirmed seat on a plane to Amsterdam, leaving from Narita. It had b
while since | had set foot there. Located far away from the centre, Narita airport is inconvenient, but i
to be the default travel hub until Haneda tooker a few years ago. So, | felt somewhat nostalgic when
boarded the Narita Express on Tuesday evening.

While Tokyo is getting back to normal, global links are in emergency mode until further notice. For al
scale and capacity, Narita displaydeitf its former glory. Our flight is the only one scheduled that nigh
and we walk through one empty corridor after the other. Apart from a couple of convenience stores, :
and restaurants are closed. Even the lighting is dimmed all around, givingpaeture hall the allure of a
large-scale funeral parlour.

Like almost everywhere else, tourism in Japan has taken a serious hit, and the ghostlike atmosphere
Narita simply makes the phenomenon visible. The country registered a fall of 99.9% imtbemof
foreign visitors in May. That month for example, a mere thirty people arrived from mainland China
compared to 900,000 in January. With its rapidly ageing population, Japan has been staking a lot on
future as a tourist destination and Covi® represents a real blow to economic dynamism.

l ndeed, |l ast year more than 30 million f oethei (
year of the now postponed Olympiesvas 40 million, rising to 60 million in 2030. Whether the effact
the pandemic will be easily overcome is a question that harigsrally —in the air. For the time being,
flying around the world is limited to necessity, and certainly not an enticing proposition.
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We were warned that there would be no alcohol pided on the plane, and that a hot meal, the same fc
everyone, would be available only on flights
by a masked and gloved stewardess after takie ours is a sad version of a TV dinner, whidnseto taste
little different from its plastic container. Upon waking up, we are faced with a banana, a sugary short
and no hot beverage. We must have looked crestfallen. A member of the crew takes pity on us and ¢
us an illicit cup of coffee.

It is more of the same once in Holland. Schiphol Airport is deserted, and not only because it is 3:30a
border control, the immigration official barely glances at our passports. Nobody bothers to ask for the
health forms we were urged to complete beéotravelling. The baggage retrieval area is dimmed too an
there is no one in sight. It takes us a good fifteen minutes to finally locate the only exit made accessi
travellers.

On the train ride to Brussels, | reflect that the border between Holamdi Belgium is inexistent and that
nobody bothers to check our tickets or health condition. We are free to go and indeed enjoy Brussels
where bars and restaurants are now open. Throngs of people occupy the pavements and drink at the
extended sunshine, ¢ebrating the end of confinement. But | am now off to the UK, where onerous an:
over-complicated restrictions are still in plaeeand, to cap it all, a Fday quarantine awaits. | already mis
Tokyo.

Written by Nadine Willems, Lecturer of Japanese HistbUEA.
Photograph by editor Oliver Moxham.
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The University of East Anglimgether with TheSainsbury Institute for the Study d&panese Arts and
Culturesare delighted to announce the launch of our n&#A programme in Interd@plinary Japanese
Studiesl t ' s been an unsetdtluadagntts meb dto rtovapapteesdwg rt
you an exciting course f@&eptember 2020.

Administered througpJ EA’ s | nt er di sci pl i n a,hogme totheCerntre for apandst
Studies this MA course is a collaboratiof dapan specialists from both the University and the Sainsbur
Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures. Lecturers with academic focus on Japan from ¢

3



https://www2.uea.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/taught-degree/detail/ma-in-interdisciplinary-japanese-studies
https://www2.uea.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/taught-degree/detail/ma-in-interdisciplinary-japanese-studies
https://www.uea.ac.uk/humanities
https://www.uea.ac.uk/japanese-studies
https://www.uea.ac.uk/japanese-studies
https://youtu.be/GKNm1OPAps0
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schools of study at UEA, as well as academic staff of the Sainsbury Institute tduetaateveloped an
innovative interdisciplinary curriculum for students who want to know about Japan, its place in the wc
and its transforming cultural identityzor a taste of who will be teaching you and their areas of specialt
watch our new videmn YouTube or follow our new podcast seffizs/ond Japafor in-depth discussion
with the teaching team.

We hope that thé course will help create a new generation of versatile experts on Japan, who are we
equipped to cross geographical, disciplinary, and institutional borders, ready tegtartheir careers in
this exciting field.

Applicants can still apply for 202@tey with an opportunity of scholarships for outstanding applicants.
Arrival time is also flexible to alloiwr movement restrictions with students able to arrive as late as-mid
October. To be considered for a scholarship, please apply to the coursewiaitrersity admissions office
by July 10, 2020The final deadline for applicationsJigly 31, 2020

Beyond Japan: An Interdisciplinary Podcast

STONE CIRCLES OF
AKITA AND WILTSHIRE

INTERDISCIPLINARY
INS'I'ITUTE FOR THE

BEYOND Centre B %+ 49—
J AP AN C for Japanese Studies Em};;&

The Centre for Japanese Studies is proud to annoBegend Japara groundbreaking podcast series
exploring the interdisciplinary nature of Jagese Studies andhat insights the field provides in other
areas of studyWe will be pesentingepisodes on a weekly basis with initial episodes covering our rese
colleagues at CJS explaining their passion for their field of research and what a Japanese focus brin
wider field.All interviewees in the initial recording series will betpzrthe teaching team of our new MA
in Interdisciplinary Japanese Studies, so if any of our podcast episodes pique your jfitetesit more
about our course on the official UEA website or email ugsa®uea.ac.uwith enquiries.

In this episode, the Director of the Centre for Japanese Studies at the University of EastPAofgisor
Simon KanerExecutive Director of the Sainsbury Inge for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures,
where he is also Head of the Centre for Archaeology and Heritalge about the significance of Japanes
archaeology for the global history of humanity, and introduces some of the initiatives he leads setting
Japanese archaeology and heritage in a comparative and interdisciplinary perspective, most recently
launchingthe Online dmon Matsuri

For more information on Simon's research



https://youtu.be/GKNm1OPAps0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM7TlTNbCmp6hkvJR1Emp_xr50t90tn5r
mailto:cjs@uea.ac.uk
https://www.sainsbury-institute.org/info/executive-director
https://www.sainsbury-institute.org/info/executive-director
https://www.sainsbury-institute.org/info/online-jomon-matsuri-an-invitation-to-participate
https://youtu.be/SZKIHcpmMKk
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Work at the Saindlry Institute
The Online Resource for Japanese Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
Global Perspectives on British Archaeology

You can see works written and edited by Simene.

Piece of Japan XTI w

Each week, we will bring to you some fresh recommendations from CJS members tc
bring a piece of Japao you at home through film, books, anime, manga and more. ;
Today we bring you cultural artefacts on the themegyames and recreatiomo :
commemoratethe 24" birthday of revolutionary games console the Nintendo 64 whicl ‘E{‘}
shipped nearly 33 million units worldwide and widely hailed as one of the most

influential consoles of all time. Its two most popular titl&siper Mario 64nd The ‘
Legend of Zelda: @dna of Timesimilarly claim critical consensus as two of the most iBCJ
influential games made to date and certainly impacted the childhood of millions arou
the world. In recognition of this, we will be sharing film that has influenced games as well aslapare
related games for those with an interest of

If you have any suggestions for themesotiier recommendations, send us an emailcgg@uea.ac.uk

9 RA G 2 NERglishyddksSand Japaneset®oks on Amazon can largely only be purchased on
amazon.co.ulandamazon.co.jgespectively, meaning thd&nglish and Japanesel®moks cannot e
purchased orthe same Amazomccount You can read in both languages on your computer, but it is
necessary to have two accounts. Furthermore, if you wish to read on a Kindle you must logaitheitian
English or Japanese accouBwitching accounts on a Kindle will delete any content dlyatored on the
device, so ltoose wisely!

Japanese archaeology games
CJS Director Professor Simon Kaner

While archaeology features in many manga and aniime father inMy (:3,®_~
Neighbour Totoroeputedly being based on the distinguished Meiji University el »

prehistorian Tozawa Mitsunori), its impact games remains to be
investigated. Not quite sure how useful this introduction to archaeology in
Japanese video games byernet Archaeology Onlinis, but should not be
confused with the highlyated academic journal of the same nameternet
ArchaeologyMinecraftallegedly employs obsidizas a medium of
exchangethe black gold we promoted iGlobal Perspectives in British Archaeole@nd explains
why so many teenagers already knew about this amazing material (sharpest edges in the natt
world). While preparing our dogu exhibitie a decade ago, we were impressed to encounter do
avatars inSecond Lif@s that still a thing?) and knew it was one of many trails we were unable t
follow. And the indefatigable Lara Croft finds her way to Japdmwinb Raider (201®n the
legendary island of is set ofamataj a mythical island in the Dragon's Triangler those of a more
traditional gaming bent, how aboutrchaeology: The Card Ganwehile the very serious minded
might enjoy this foray intésame Theory and state formation



https://www.sainsbury-institute.org/research
http://orjach.org/
https://global-britisharchaeology.org/
http://www.archaeopress.com/ArchaeopressShop/Public/defaultAll.asp?QuickSearch=Simon+Kaner&displayedSearchLanguageID=true&LanguageID=0
mailto:cjs@uea.ac.uk
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.jp/
https://totoro.fandom.com/wiki/Tatsuo_Kusakabe
https://totoro.fandom.com/wiki/Tatsuo_Kusakabe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dB-c3ktZG0
https://intarch.ac.uk/
https://intarch.ac.uk/
https://minecraft.gamepedia.com/Obsidian
https://global-britisharchaeology.org/grimes-graves/
https://join.secondlife.com/?lang=en&utm_source=Google&network=g&campaignid=1493539903&adgroupid=57071407629&placement=&keyword=second%20life&matchtype=e&creative=354241927410&gclid=CjwKCAjw88v3BRBFEiwApwLevd0NKJ9Sl0ilWrfJrKB9TZ7o-6WRi4VGNGGFzxwe7tndXKZqeQAx4BoC0toQAvD_BwE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tomb_Raider_(2013_video_game)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yamatai
https://bodoge.hoobby.net/games/archaeology-the-card-game
https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/article/pcs/2009/53/2009_14/_article/-char/ja/

CJS e-Newsletter June 2020 2(2) June 25, 2020

Film

°XZBBS
Recommendations sditor Oliver Moxham

Battle Royale(2000) by Fulasaku Kinji
HEn ' kmotwn & “0fwu

Perhaps appropriatelgredited asone ofQuent i n Tar antin
this ultra-violent cult classic explores a dystopic Japan witleeemost

del i nquent schools are annually ez
Program’, in this c aBsU@éndeNtherusdohafiald S s
trip, Nanahara’'s <cl ass i s—thg&mis,e d '
desol ate | andscape of -Hvaeehheyrage fittedwith exlﬂoal\tetcdllae&
and given three days to fight to the death until a single survivorremaihsl lmenced by
childhood wartime experience of hiding undetflow child munitions workers during bombing run:

tosurvivet he fil m has been a major influence o
royal e’ genr e ideogdmesalks, Thiel menaed wvhaotic
standing’ mechanic has shocked and thrill e

book which inspired it in the grisly underbelly of world culture.

Available to stream idapanese with English subtitles Amazon.

Games 9. 29X XIPBBg

Recommendations by editor Oliver Moxham
{ AR a GiviliZahn %2014) by Firaxis Games

Sid Meier’ s Civildi
most senior and acclaimed strategy
games, allows players to assume the role
of historical figures from around the worlc§}
to lead their respective civilisations ’
global prominence, either culturally,
diplomatically, scientifically or militarily. |
the fifth installation of the game, you can
assume the role of Oda Nobunaga, one @
the three “Great U
your samurai to victory on the world
stage. Naturally, the game is fraught with
historical inaccuraciesobviously, the
nation of Japan did not exist in 3,600 BC : fhod Hhis’ T U
and Oda Nobunaga was not its undisputed ruler from then untll the modern—dtalyt he gal
mechanics allow for an articulatiorf the attributes of nations impossible to experience in any
other form. However, it does provide an excellent means for considering how nations and the
of nations take shape over centuries and millenia, something particularly prominent in the
formation of Japan and its history. It also raises new ethical questions around how we engage
history-t he game states at the start that it d
are pure fiction, yet what are the implications of turning tsemurai invasions of Joseon Korea in
the Imjin War into a pointdased game? Should we be able to virtualhenact the attack on Pearl
Harbour and is it morally wrong tnjoy the thrill of progressing in a game while replicating
wartime atrocities? Cilization V provokes all these thoughts and educates its players on major

6



https://www.amazon.co.uk/Battle-Royale-Tatsuya-Fujiwara/dp/B00JPGNEH6/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=battle+royale&qid=1593079988&sr=8-2
https://store.steampowered.com/app/8930/Sid_Meiers_Civilization_V/
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historical figures and civilisations that almost certainly get overlooked in school history lesson:
through the relatively novel format of a strategy game. While chewing over thelgmbof a
teleological representation of history, will you employ diplomacy with Genghis Khan and Wu Z
of China or ‘pound the mochi’ of the worl
The choice is yours.

Available tadownload onSteam Carbe played on most computers through reduced graphics.
Tomb Raide2013) by Square Enix

As mentioned above by Simon, the iconic archaeolagiplorer
Lara Croft has her origin story explored in the 20b8b Raider
game. Here she explores the mythical island of Yanmiaiiactual
location of which is currently disputed by historians. After
becoming shipwrecked on the island, she must fight and craft to ® S
survive after being hunted byraysterious private army. In her ,
exploration of the environment, she discovers ancient Japanese =~ =
artefacts to help develop her knowledge and history of the islandg
from Noh masks to calligraphy bl yblades Following the b
growth of Lara Croft from dediound archaeologist to the Tomb
Raider of legend creates combination of action, survival and hist
to be enjoyed by a wide audience.

.......

DYNANICS

SQUARC CNIX

Available to download oSteamand on various consoles.

Upcoming Event& Opportunites

The Lion & the SunNew perspectives on Late 19th
and Early 20th Centunfnglo-Japanese Military
Relations

CENTRE FOR
After a long hiatus from our CJS Research JAPANESE STUDIES
- : THE LION & THE SUN: NEW
Seminar series, we are proud to present our o IAoh LR Co e D
first online semiThiar o JAPANESE MILITARY RELATIONS

symposium forms the first event hosted as pa
of the UEA supported Japan Society for the

Promotion of Soijencde == R0 THURS 25 JUNE
Friends, New Partners: New Perspectives on e~y .\ SilS e

Anglo Japanese Military Relations in the e HTY! s e
Modern Era’ led by T/ gl |Gl
(Ritsumeikan University). The project examine & ' é?gfg;gj.{f%’k:;&?%'f;‘n‘z":ssi:2:m%?&i'“
contemporary and historical peacetime 2 ; e ————
military ties between Japan and the Unite e py 85 ’ e sy e
Kingdom and their various political, technical, i Eﬁsmtgﬁgl“:?%ff{gi%:‘??ﬁ:se%a”nymyneg"m

strategic, cultural, and social influences and
legacies. Combining UEA and external faculty
this symposium covers topics spanning from
the Bakumatsu era to the early years of the

FIND OUT MORE AT:

twentieth century.

The paticipating researchers include:



https://store.steampowered.com/app/8930/Sid_Meiers_Civilization_V/
https://store.steampowered.com/app/203160/Tomb_Raider/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM7TlTNbCmp4AMMb0iICz7gJ03E7F4Dwp
https://store.steampowered.com/app/203160/Tomb_Raider/
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Dr. Ra Mason [UEAThair

Prof. Thomas French [Ritsumeikan Universi8ilent Sentries Writing the British Garrison of
Yokohama (1864875) back into the History of the Bakutsa and Early Meiji Eras

Dr. Cees Heere [Leiden Universityjnother England at our doors™: The British Empire, Japan, &
the coming of the 'Pacific Age', 189905

Prof. Oleg Benesch [York Universityilitary Maneuvers as Public Spectacle in Imperial Japan &
the UK

Dr. Sherzod Muminov [UEA)iscussant
Dr. Nadine Willems [UEADiscussant
The presentations and ensuing discussion will all be availatiéey on the CJS YouTube channel

with the presentations availablentil Thursday 2 July

Japan House

Manga with Kubo Kiriko: Online Masterclasses - @

15 July-12 August JAPAN HOUSE ) UK
Livestreams available on Facebook D
LONDON 2019-20

Due to the high demand following the recent series of drawi
demonstrations held in May and June 2020, Japan House ¢
London continues to look deepinto the art of manga and is
delighted to welcome internationally renownedangaka
Kubo Kiriko to lead a special series of free online
masterclasses.

Tokyeborn Kubo Kiriklh as publ i shed widel y an duckasdegolss
(ani mated f or t eDolutsuusanao n( -20DH.HBHe Ba6 heerdiving) in London

for the past twenty years. Two of her bdsth o wn manga, ‘ Cyan tihadokinbly
kodomd ( Chil dr en Nowad a y®jks tramslated intodnglisa andhiel a b
characters adorn the walls of the Evalina

This series of three live lectuiemonstrations presents a unique opportunfty participants to
take a deeper look at manga, from diving into the creative process of an experieraraghkato
enhancing their techniques and learning how to develop a storyboard for their own characters
Each date looks at a particular aspectmdating manga:

Wednesday 15 July: How to Develop a Manga Storyboard with Kubo Kiriko

Wednesday 29 July: Inking Patterns in Manga: Online Session with Kubo Kiriko

Wednesday 12 August: Manga Techniques: Applying Stoees with Kubo Kiriko

Booking Inks will be available soon.



https://youtu.be/944XNCyF6-U
https://youtu.be/944XNCyF6-U
https://youtu.be/sA3L6HsxjSc
https://youtu.be/sA3L6HsxjSc
https://youtu.be/YL2blAeicMo
https://youtu.be/YL2blAeicMo
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM7TlTNbCmp4AMMb0iICz7gJ03E7F4Dwp
https://www.japanhouselondon.uk/whats-on/2020/manga-with-kubo-kiriko-online-masterclasses/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpg%2Fjapanhouseldn%2Fvideos%2F&data=02%7C01%7CO.Moxham%40uea.ac.uk%7Cd6111b33a54b4c3635c708d81870319d%7Cc65f8795ba3d43518a070865e5d8f090%7C0%7C1%7C637286217429310012&sdata=H9YOjF%2F6dXPyesElGe4MaYDXLpiBveW406s68ozfoig%3D&reserved=0
https://www.japanhouselondon.uk/
https://www.japanhouselondon.uk/
https://www.japanhouselondon.uk/whats-on/2020/manga-with-kubo-kiriko-online-masterclasses/
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News from Japan

For a running number of reportedOVID1®fections, victims and recoveries in Japan, see the
Asahi Shimbun homepagd].

Fornon-Japanese speakers, the numbers indicate:

Nationwide infections:Yesterday(total) Deaths Yesterday(total) Recoveriesy esterday(total)
i XxXb 1+ ° . s X R L s X Q* . s X
For a Japanese government public service videoasanavirus (Japanese only):

3vxy 6 1 W=<

For Japanese speakers, here are two articles in English from the Japan Times laying out vocabulary
out of the crisis:

1 The Japanese words used to encouragerssifraint
1 Cancellations, postponements, suspensiens/ords that define the times

Click here for a comprehensive online documentlapanese universities adopting distance learning

For more information on Japanese universities seetthigser thread by Rochelle Kopprofessor at
Kitakyushu University, for resources

GeneralLinks 2 K3pp

Orientations Magazine

Embassy of Japan

Japan Foundation

JSPS

British Association for Japanese Studies
Daiwa Anglelapanese Foundation

Great Britin Sasakawa Foundation
Japan Society

EUJapan Centre

Canon Foundation

Applications for JET Programme
Japanese Language Proficiency Exam
UEAJapan Societylieajapansociety@gmail.com
Taiko Centre East

Career Forums

Contact Us 2 M> 290

If you have any contributions for the nexte e k-newsletter, }".‘

please send them to us 2:00Wednesdayto make the next issue.

The CJS office is located in the Sainsbury Centre for the Visual Arts (the mezzaninaltthooigh the
office is temporarily closed as per university guidelinésucanalwaysemail usat cjs@uea.ac.uk



http://www.asahi.com/
https://nettv.gov-online.go.jp/prg/prg20553.html
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2020/03/31/language/japanese-self-restraint/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2020/04/06/language/cancellations-postponements-suspensions-japanese-words-coronavirus/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cRThT358URSrIQCJfU9_1OapKknESzBhc25FwOTb0NE/edit
https://twitter.com/JapanIntercult/status/1246018272278921217
https://issuu.com/orientationsmagazine
http://www.uk.emb-japan.go.jp/
http://www.jpf.org.uk/
http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/
http://www.bajs.org.uk/
http://www.dajf.org.uk/
http://www.gbsf.org.uk/
http://www.japansociety.org.uk/
http://www.eu-japan.eu/
https://ueanorwich-my.sharepoint.com/personal/zcm19tfu_uea_ac_uk/Documents/CJS%20%5BOneDrive%5D/Podcast/CJS%20Podcast%20Schedule%20May-June%202020.docx?web=1
http://www.jetprogramme.org/
http://www.jlpt.jp/e/index.html
mailto:ueajapansociety@gmail.com
http://www.taikocentre.org.uk/
http://www.careerforum.net/event/?lang=E
mailto:cjs@uea.ac.uk)
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To keep up with goingsn at CJS, follow us on social media:

Or visit our websiteuea.ac.uk/cjs

Left: CJS Director Professor Simon Kaner
Right:Editor andCJS Project Coordinator Oliver Moxham

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please emejg@uea.ac.uk
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mailto:cjs@uea.ac.uk
http://www.uea.ac.uk/cjs
http://www.facebook.com/CJSUea/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMlfjcf2ZZMjn_Og2Kn8f9A?view_as=subscriber
http://www.twitter.com/CJS_Uea

